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PRESS RELEASE       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 17, 2013 

Contact: Megan DiSciullo 
(609) 903-4394 

 
The George and Amanda Hanley Foundation Issues  

$1 Million Challenge Grant to The Academy for Global 
Citizenship 

Inaugural grant helps jumpstart the development of the state’s first net-positive energy campus 
 

Chicago, IL—Today The George and Amanda Hanley Foundation announced that it has 
committed to a $1 million challenge grant to the Academy for Global Citizenship (AGC), an 
innovative Chicago public charter school located in the underserved southwest side that 
uniquely weaves in concepts of environmental stewardship, nutrition & wellness, and 
international perspective.  In an effort to spur additional support, this challenge will help catalyze 
the development of the state’s first net-positive energy campus.  

The grant was a part of the inaugural Chef’s Playground, a fundraising event that featured 
celebrity chefs including Rick Bayless, Paul Kahan and Tony Mantuano, among others 
nationally, who came together to benefit the development of the net-positive energy campus for 
AGC.  

“We are incredibly grateful to George and Amanda for their generous gift and tremendous 
vision. Through this donation and others, we will be able to equip our future generations with a 
sustainable educational framework that will model both environmental and academic 
excellence,” said Sarah Elizabeth Ippel, founder and executive director of the Academy for 
Global Citizenship. “As an incubator of scalable innovation in education, clean energy and urban 
agriculture, we are committed to extending our learning to Chicago and to the world.  Together 
we can reimagine the future of education.”   

The AGC’s campus will meet the Living Building Challenge (LBC), a certification program that 
focuses on regenerative design with forward thinking environmental standards, including the 
production of more energy than is consumed through on-site renewable sources such as solar, 
geothermal and wind.  The site will incorporate acres of urban agriculture, including a native tree 
forest, vegetable gardens, orchards and greenhouses, which will serve as a “third teacher” for 
sustainability education as well as providing fresh organic food for the surrounding community. 

 “AGC's vision aligns perfectly our foundation’s mission to support education, the environment 
and empowerment,” said George and Amanda Hanley, founders of the The George and 
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Amanda Hanley Foundation. “We hope this gift inspires and challenges others to join in the 
effort to launch the Academy’s next generation campus.”	  

For more information on the campus and the AGC, please visit www.agcchicago.org. 
 

About The Academy for Global Citizenship 
The Academy for Global Citizenship (AGC) is a Chicago Public Charter School located on the 
city’s underserved southwest side. AGC’s mission is to develop mindful leaders who take action 
both now and in the future to positively impact their communities and the world beyond.  We are 
committed to fostering environmental stewardship, nutrition and wellness, and international 
perspective. We aim to inspire the way society educates by creating a replicable model for 
learning in the 21st century, including the construction of Chicago’s first net-positive energy 
school campus. For more information please visit www.agcchicago.org. 
 
About The George and Amanda Hanley Foundation 
George and Amanda Hanley both grew up and live in the Chicagoland area.  Interested in giving 
back to the community, they formed a family foundation in 1998.  The Foundation’s primary 
mission is to support education, empowerment and the environment through innovative, 
effective and transformative programs.  By dedicating time, money and skills, they work in 
partnership with a range of organizations.  Several core grantees include the Natural Resource 
Defense Council, Sierra Club, Environmental Law & Policy Center, Faith in Place, University of 
Dayton, University of Illinois Subsistence Marketplace, LEARN/Excel charter campus, Right 
Angle, Acumen Fund, Global Fund for Women, and Windy City Harvest. 

 

	  	  

 
 
 


